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teacher April 14, 2021

Lecanto High School Awards January’s Students of the
Month

Payton Engelken and Hayden Parker were awarded Student
of the Month for January of 2021 (Photo: Louisa Wieczorek).

Mackenzi Grey, Staff Editor – For the month of January at Lecanto High School [LHS], two
qualified seniors, Payton Engelken and Hayden Parker, were chosen as the Students of the
Month.

While demonstrating great academic success with a grade point average [GPA] of 4.826,
Engelkin is also involved in many school and community-related activities.

“Sports and clubs are a great way to be more active in school and offer a break from the day
to day stress of school. In October, partnering with Habitat for Humanity, I organized a Food
Drive that raised over 1,000 food items for our local Community Food Bank. This was very
impactful and rewarding as it allowed me to give back to my community and show how much
good one person can accomplish,” said Engelkin.

Engelkin also shares her personal insight on how to stay on track; with this mindset she has
earned herself a positive referral in 9th grade and Principal’s Honor Roll in 9th, 10th, and
11th grade.

“Always try your hardest in school as your work now will decide what college you are able to
get into and what scholarships you are eligible to receive. You don’t have to be number one
in your class to be successful; strive to be the best you can be. Communicate with your
teachers and don’t be afraid to ask for help,” said Engelkin.

Hayden Parker also shows leadership in and outside of the classroom by maintaining a GPA
of 4.6 while holding the position as Captain of the LHS football team in his current senior
year. Besides football, Parker has participated in weightlifting, track and field, National Honor
Society, and Key Club throughout his high school career.
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In addition, Parker was involved in many community service activities such as working at the
LHS concession stand, refereeing youth basketball at Gulf to Lake Church, and being a
buddy at Tim Tebow’s Night to Shine. With this hard work and compassion, Parker received
the Mr. Avid award in 10th grade and the Allan Family Legacy award in 12th grade.

Hayden Parker was unavailable for comment.

Both Engelkin and Parker plan to stay in-state for college; Engelkin plans to attend the
University of North Florida to major in Sports Medicine and Nutrition as Parker heads to the
University of Florida to major in Finance.

Student of the Month is proudly sponsored by Central Citrus Rotary Club. Through their
efforts the students for each month are honored with a plaque, which hangs in the school.
Additionally, at the end of the year, two seniors will be chosen for Students of the Year and
awarded a $1,000 scholarship.


